The recent literature of the sterilisation of the skin and of ligatures is very large. This is not to be wondered at, since most surgeons agree, and rightly agree, that these sources of infection transcend all others in importance. On intimately associated with such questions as the latent heat of steam, the hygroscopic properties of dressings, the factors influencing condensation, and similar problems.
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh
The recent literature of the sterilisation of the skin and of ligatures is very large. This is not to be wondered at, since most surgeons agree, and rightly agree, that these sources of infection transcend all others in importance. On the other hand, not so much has been written of late years regarding the sterilisation of dressings, though much has been written on the subject in the past. I do not propose in these remarks on the sterilisation of dressings to refer to the simple and reliable methods of sterilisation by boiling or by immersion in antiseptic solutions, often the only methods available. I pass at once to consider some questions with reference to the more convenient but, it must be admitted, rather more complex, plan of sterilisation by steam. Three difficulties present themselves to the surgeon desirous of making use of this method. The first concerns the steam itself, the second the steriliser, and the third the drums or caskets for the dressings. Of 
